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From the Executive Director
Another successful school year has flown by and summer has
arrived. I look back fondly on my days as a child, as well as
when my own daughter and son were little ones and remember all the joy we all had playing outside. Take a deep
breath...close your eyes...and think back to your best childhood memories. If I had to guess, I would imagine that they
look something like this: Running through sprinklers, digging in the sand and
building sand castles, catching fireflies, playing ball, having a catch, flying a
kite, playing hopscotch, and maybe even catching frogs or searching for salamanders! Now try it again, only this time think about what you see children
(yours and others) doing nowadays. I don’t know about you, but I hear the
children talk less about outdoor time and so much more about time spent
playing video games, watching television and sitting at a computer (or on their
parent’s smart phone).
Outdoor play encourages physical activity! According to First Lady
Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move! Campaign, “nearly one in three children in
America are overweight or obese,” --a problem that may lead to heart disease,
diabetes, or a number of other health risks. Outdoor open spaces encourage
running, jumping, climbing, and many more physical activities that are beneficial to adults and children alike.

they are surrounded with colors, textures and shapes. What a perfect place to
inspire young artists and builders. Throw on some old jeans and a t-shirt and get
to work building with mud and drawing on sidewalks. I promise your children
and you will love this form of self-expression!
The outdoors is incredibly stimulating! There is so much learning that can
go on the moment you step outside. Young children learn through their senses,
so the simple act of smelling a flower, watching a butterfly flap its wings, or
hearing the leaves rustle in the breeze, all help shape their young minds as they
begin to understand the world around them.
Here at PWCC, we spend a large portion of our day outside throughout all four
seasons. Outdoor play not only moves us away from the current “screen epidemic,” it is also incredibly important for children’s growth and development.
In our programs, the use of screens is only occasionally used to enhance an educational theme or for our older children to build their computer skills. Our staff
is very conscious to not expose the children to cell phones or to smart phones.
Starting July 2nd all areas of our building that are utilized by children
will be “cell phone free.” I ask your cooperation when dropping off or picking up your child, please refrain from being on your phone. Children have so
much to share with us-- let’s give them every opportunity!
Donna Preminger
Executive Director

Being outside promotes creativity! The moment children step outside,
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Co-Presidents’ Message
The Port Washington Children’s Center has continued to
thrive this year despite a challenging economic environment. Our December Annual Appeal and March Gala
celebrating the life of Barbara Goldstein were successful
fundraisers for the Center. We have continued to partner
with the Port Washington School District to offer Universal PreKindergarten, as well as the Daly after school program for children from K
through 5th grade, all in addition to our Center-based programs. The
ATLAST program is once again offered as an affordable summer camp
experience.

Professional development classes were made available to our staff throughout the
year, keeping our teachers in tune with the latest trends in the field of education.
We continued to provide enrichment classes to give the children extra special
experiences. The new officers for 2012-2013 are: Co-Presidents: Sandra Joslyn
and Teddy Rosaya; Vice-President: Lynn Capuano; Secretary: Francine
Madaglia; Financial Secretary: Irene D’Antonio. We are honored to have served
as Co-Presidents and look forward to the continued success of the Port Washington Children’s Center.
Barbara Ring & Doreen Berne
Co-Presidents, PWCC Board of Directors
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Science Abounds at PWCC
With much appreciation to the Greentree Foundation, our KidsPort children have participated in a very special science program. Monthly visits from the Long Island Science Museum
have enriched our program with so many fun, hands-on learning experiences for our schoolage girls and boys. Pictured at right, KidsPort students discover fossils with the help of a special science
teacher from the LI Science Museum.
Our staff, both in KidsPort and at Daly, have been participating in ongoing professional development provided by Child Care Council of Nassau, to learn how to best incorporate science exploration into the program.

Our Senior Friends
Our early childhood students’ eyes lit up when the Sands Point
Preserve “Butterflies” exhibit made a special appearance right in their
very own classrooms! (pictured at left) A very special thank you to the
Preserve!

Our Senior Friends

PWCC 4-year-olds participated in an intergenerational program with the
seniors at St. Stephen’s Church during their monthly visits. The seniors,
the children, and our staff all gain so much from this experience.
The children in our 3-year-old class enjoy their weekly visits with “Uncle Arnie.”
Arnie Goldstein (pictured above) reads and shares arts and crafts time with our 3’s
every Friday here at the center.

Very Happy Drummers
Children’s Center families gathered for our annual Pot-luck Dinner. Picnic blankets covered our lawn as we shared delicious food and moved to the beat of Matt
Marshak.

P WC C Pr es s

Pa g e 3

Sixth Annual Myrna Turtletuab Art Show
Artistic Talent flourishes here at the Children’s Center. Our youngest children modeled the work of Arp, our preschoolers painted in
the styles of DuChamp, Serrate, Van Gogh, Botticelli, and our oldest children produced replications
of works by El Greco, Dali, Matisse and more.

PWCC Gala Celebrates the Life of Barbara Goldstein
The Port Washington Children’s Center gala reception was held on March 11 at the Swan Club. This year PWCC celebrated the life
of Barbara Goldstein, a past president of the Center and a uniting force behind the creation of the Landmark on Main Street as a
community center. Former board member Arlene Labenson gave a moving tribute to her dear friend Barbara’s lifelong passion for
affordable child care on Long Island, and Barbara’s husband Dan Goldstein announced a generous scholarship grant to the Center in Barbara’s name. PWCC Executive Director Donna
Preminger highlighted the Center’s many programs and told a moving story about a family
helped by the scholarship funds. Warren Schein added his humor to the live auction, and dance
music was provided by Only One Joe. The PWCC Board wishes to thank the many local merchants and friends who donated goods for the auction, as well as the many families who bid on
the items and all of those who made contributions to the scroll of honor. Proceeds from this
event support the many programs of the Port Washington Children’s Center and provide scholarships to families in need, providing safe, affordable childcare for Port’s working families.
Left, Scroll of honor presented to Dan Goldstein. Below, Staff and Board pose for photos.

Non-Profit Organization
POSTAGE PAID
Permit 258
Port Washington, NY

Port Washington Children’s Center
232 Main Street - One Landmark Square
Port Washington, NY 11050
www.pwchildrenscenter.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SPRING NEWSLETTER ENCLOSED

Executive Director: Donna Preminger / Educational Coordinator: Sara Goldfine / School-age Program Director: Mike Donnelly

Story-Time Fun
Traveling through books to faraway places and times, exploring hidden treasures, and discovering what lives at the bottom of the sea, in the rainforest or perhaps the jungle...it all comes alive while listening to the best of literature during story-time at the Port Washington Library.
Our children enjoyed having Myron Blumenfeld read to them.

