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From the Executive Director
Our
20142015 school
year has gotten off to a
great start.
It is always
wonderful to
welcome new families into our
Center and to see the smiles
and receive the hugs from the
children who have progressed
from toddlers to preschool,
from UPK to our school-age
programs. One of the questions that I am frequently
asked by our new parents is,
“Will my child be ready for
Kindergarten when they graduate?” My answer has consistently been, “Your child will be
ready for college. He/she will
know how to solve problems,
communicate, work as part of
a team, and have learnt the
daily living skills needed to be
independent.” Over this past
year I realized that I need to
expand my answer, “Your children will learn how to be a
member of a larger community.” A community that supports one another or as Arthur Ashe said, “From what
we get, we can make a living;
what we give, however, makes
a life.”
The Children’s Center
is so fortunate to have an
incredible outdoor playground
for all of our children to en-

joy playing in. Step inside our
playground and you will find a
“Plant-A-Row for the Hungry
Garden”. Marvin Makofsky, cochairman of the program,
brought this wonderful learning opportunity to our center
over a year ago. Our school-age
children in KidsPort started
the work and our preschoolers
continued on with the planting
and maintaining of the garden.
In the process of learning
about how vegetables grow, the
children have learned the importance of sharing food with
those less fortunate.
Our oldest KidsPort
children this past winter held a
crafts fair. The girls and boys
made all of the crafts and
worked diligently to promote
the fair and raise money to
give away to a local charity.
The decision of where the
funds would be donated to was
a collective decision made by
the children; Community Chest
of Port Washington was the
happy recipient.
Throughout the year
our early childhood and Kids
Port children have shared
breakfasts and interacted with
our senior population both here
at Landmark as well as at the
senior center located at St.
Stephen’s Church. All of the
participants are reaping the
wonderful benefits of this in-

tergenerational programming.
The PWCC hosts each of
these gatherings.

PWCC Board of Directors

Our effort to teach
our children about helping
others doesn’t end there. This
past August, Mike Donnelly,
our after-school program director, brought the ALS Ice
Bucket Challenge to the Center. The children were introduced to the importance of
raising funds to help in the
research to find a cure for
ALS, a progressive neurodegenerative disease.

Sandra Joslyn

As the Director of
the Port Washington Children’s Center, I am very privileged to work with a staff
that recognizes the whole
child and creates the environment that allows our children
to learn many of life’s important lessons. I am so
thankful for the continued
support we receive from the
community which allows us to
do all we do for the children
of Port Washington. Our Center is sure to have another
wonderful year and welcomes
you to participate in our programs and events, visit us on
line or stop in and see how
much we have grown.
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From the President

Raising Funds for Causes

I am very happy to hear from parents of the suc-

Mike Donneley, PWCC’s after school program direc-

cess of the summer programs. Whether children

tor and students present a check to Julie Harnick,

attended our early childhood summer experience,

Executive Director of Community Chest of Port

KidsPort summer, or Port Day Camp, they had an

Washington. The funds were raised by our oldest

incredible time. KidsPort and Port Day Camp ex-

children through their very own crafts fair.

panded their daily programs and both concluded
the summer with performances on stage in the Jeanne Rimsky
Theater; two wonderful shows that have surely created special
memories for our stars and audience alike. More exciting additions for next summer are already being planned! Starting a
new school year is also exciting. Open houses have been held
for Early Childhood, KidsPort and Daly after-school families.
Staff began the year by participating in a full day of training
and will attend professional development throughout the school
year. The Center strives to stay in the forefront of education
and to continue to raise the bar in the caring for our children.
Feedback from our families is always welcome. Please feel free
to reach out to the board of directors with any questions or

PWCC Joins Ice Bucket Challenge

concerns. Thanks for sharing your children with us. We appreci-

The Ice Bucket Challenge has been sweeping over
Facebook and other forms of social media. It has
been a fun and creative way to raise awareness
about ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease). Dignitaries included Town Clerk Wayne Wink, the Mayor of Sea Cliff
Bruce Kennedy, Assemblyman Charles Lavine,
Legislator Delia-DeRiggi Whitton, and Executive
Director of the Community Chest Julie Harnick,
who all participated in the challenge with our PWCC
kids, and helped raise over $200 to be donated to
the ALS Association. Also pictured is Rob Sylvestro, PWCC staff. Thanks to everyone!

ate the trust you put in us.

Doris Novick, PWCC President

November 4th is Election Day! Your Vote Counts!
Local elections for State Senator and Assembly Member,
County Committee or Judge are often decided by just hundreds or even a few dozens of votes.
Your representatives are responsible for making crucial decisions that affect our community, such as:



The amount of funding available for education, day care
and afterschool programs



Whether or not parks and open spaces are maintained



The funding non-profit organizations receive funding from
the State and City

For nonpartisan information about the election, go to the
League of Women Voters website: www.vote411.org.
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The Children’s Center Marches in the
Pride in Port Parade
Thanks to the leadership of David Beatus, one of our dads,
our center’s Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) gathered together to participate in our town’s parade. David said,

“I love to help out where I can. It’s great to help the kids,
but Ellie and I have also made some strong friendships with
some of the other parents through the PTO and school events.”

KidsPort Children & Landmark Residents

KidsPort children share a breakfast with the Senior Residents
at Landmark. Town Supervisor Judi Bosworth also visited the
Center in September, pictured here with teacher Bernadette
Horvath and Executive Director Donna Preminger.

“Plant-A-Row for the Hungry” Garden
The KidsPort children started the garden and our preschoolers continued the planting and maintaining it.
Pictured above with the kids and staff are NY State
Assemblywoman Michelle Schimel and Marvin Makofsky, co-chairman of the Plant-A-Row program. The
children

learned

how

vegetables

grow

and

the

importance of sharing food with those less fortunate.
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PWCC Annual Gala
Thursday, May 7, 2015
Honoring
Reverend Charles and Jean Vogeley

Thursday, May 7, 2015, 7:00—11:00 PM at The Swan Club in Roslyn
Dinner and Dancing to the great music of Mystic The Band
KidsPort Open House Children and parents pretend to be on a camping trip! S’mores were enjoyed by all.

